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In loving memory of our friend
Gib Strausburg 1925-2012
You will be greatly missed!

The SSC lost a loyal member the evening of
Friday, April 13th. Gib had only been in the area
where he grew up and lived most of his life,
Minneapolis – St. Paul, 4 or 5 days when died of
natural causes.

He was a long time member and was always
active in the club helping out in any way he
could. From 2002 to 2003 he was commodore
and lately headed the social committee. His
home was used for holiday parties and several
super bowl parties where Gib would maintain the
super bowl pool. Not to miss a super bowl, Mary
drove him out the Phil’s home on Pine Island in
February where he set up business of taking bets
on the game.

When you think of Gib you also think of his
little white curly haired dog Mitzi. She was his
constant companion and a friend to all of us.
Mitzi is now living in Minnesota with a good
friend of Gib’s and now has two cats to keep her
company. She arrived in Minnesota in a
chauffeured Cadillac, which belonged to Gib,
driven by Ron Mueller, a former club member.
Ron took good care of her all the way from
Florida to Minnesota.

We will not forget Gib’s pontoon boat, Toy
Boy II, which was our official committee boat for
our half fast races. One evening Toy Boy II was
rafted up with several of the club’s sailboats off
Ft. Myers Beach when the Coast Guard became
curious and came out to check her out.  They
said jokingly that they thought she was an
escapee from the Red Coconut RV Resort and
drifted out to sea.

Gib, we miss you. You were kind and gentle
and always willing to help. Thanks for being
part of our lives and the SSC for so many years.

A memorial gift of $50.00 was sent to Moose
Charities in memory of Gib. The charity runs
Mooseheart, south of Chicago, for children who
have no other place to go. Here the Moose
houses the children and takes care of all their
needs. They also maintain Moosehaven, 15 miles
south of Jacksonville, which is a retirement
community for Moose members. At one time
Gib had talked about being part of the
community. - Ann Lieberman



Captains C A L E N D A R
MAY 4

TGIF at 5pm
Doc Fordʼs

Ft Myers Beach

MAY 2
Joint Board Meeting 7pm

Boardwalk Caper
Call Mary for Gate Code

MAY 17
Membership Meeting at 7pm

Bonita Bills, Fort Myers Beach

Check the website and watch
“Heads Up” for additional

outings.

Commodore:

Vice Commodore:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Directors:

Membership:

Cruise Committee

Spokesperson:

Telephone:

Newsletter Editor:

Website Editor:

Heads Up:

Program Coordinator: 

Social Chairman:

Publicity Coordinator: 

Lee Hawk

Dan Bullard

Joy Hanson

Janet Valentine

George Cuic

Melissa Butler

Geirgene Bruder

Kathy Maciel

Martha Robinson

Sonia Raymond

Shannon Sykes

Ann Lieberman

Jocelyn Erickson

Who's Who 

For the Fun Of It: How would you like to race in the America's cup??  Enter to be

Sail's Crew for a day.  This summer, Sail Magazine will be sending one lucky sailor to be a guest

racer aboard an AC45 catamaran in Newport, RI.  To enter, visit www.sailmagazine.com 

Entries close June 4.  

M AY  -  S E P T E M B E R  B I R T H D AY S
MAY 1

George Cuic

MAY 3
Joan Kachel

MAY 5
Kathryn White

MAY12
Julie Richardson

MAY 19
Barbara A. Sharkey

MAY 26
Candice Churchwell

MAY 28
Deani Nellis

JUNE 1
Edmund Nalewaik

JUNE 4
Bob Weisman

JUNE 5
Joyce Anson

JUNE 6
Joy Hansen

JUNE 6
Donald Gene Kaser

JULY 4
Lois Polaski-Mulé

JULY 11
Joan Machen

JULY 19
Debbie McRae

JULY 25
W.M. (Bill) Otey

JULY 26
Richard Smolen

AUGUST 4
Harold Fleming

AUGUST 29
Chet Young

SEPTEMBER 9
Ken Plourde

SEPTEMBER 11
Andrew Mulé

SEPTEMBER 21
Phillip Flannery

SEPTEMBER 22
John Kalisik

SEPTEMBER 27
John Coriell

Mary Burch

George Cuic

Tom Edleman

Deena Kirkey

Sonia Raymond

Clarence Yahn



This is my last
commodoreʼs corner. Iʼve
enjoyed working with the
SSC for the past two years
as commodore. It is now
time for Lee Hawk and the
new board to take over. Most
of the board is comprised of
newer members and they will
be coming up with some new
and innovative ideas for the
coming sailing year. I wish

you all a successful year. We are all here to help in
any way.

The SSC keeps growing and we now have eleven
larger sailboats and several smaller sailboats and
power boats and 78 members.

The club is participating in the Relay of Life by
donating $150.00 to the American Cancer Society.

We have all been touched by cancer in some way or
other by having a family member or friend battling the
disease.

It is now time to say good bye as your commodore
but I will still be with the hard working people who are
on the outgoing board and the incoming along with
the captains, those on various committees, those
who hosted parties, Sonia who publishes Anchors Up
and all members who wrote articles, members who
helped at the Fort Myers Boat Show and Welcome to
the Water and those who marched in the Fort Myers
Beach Shrimp Festival Parade. I know I have left
some out but you know who you are. Thank you all
so very much. We all have to pitch in to keep the club
moving forward.

Fair winds and smooth sailing to all.

Ann

MAY 12 & 13 Weekend Overnight Sail to Picnic Island, sign up
will be at the TGIF at Doc Fords

Spaces will be limited as there are only three boats
participating.

MAY 25-28 Memorial Day, Long weekend sail to Pelican Bay,
sign at the membership meeting May l7. Details will be available at
that time and spaces again will be limited to the three boats going.

Also in May
Impromptu Day Sails.....call Mary  if interested. Bright Star will

be available this month to sail.. Lets get some small groups and
go. Weather promises to be great so bring swim suits from now
on.

Kathy Maciel will be in charge of the May sails otherwise as the
newly elected cruised chairman. She will be a great chairman so
give her all the support in the future as you have given me the past
few years as cruise chairman. I will stand by with Bright Star
always ready to do impromptus sails if you are willing  to gather
small groups of members to go. Just call me.

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR COOPERATION AND SUPPORT!

Commodore’s Corner [Ann Lieberman]

Crews News {Mary Burch}

PHOTO BY SHANNON SYKES



News & Notes
n New Members: Remember, give a warm

welcome to new member(s).
n From Jocelyn: If you see my articles in any of the

newspapers, clip and save for me.
n SSC Shirts: Get any shirt embroidered with the

Sailing Singles Logo at Fredʼs Award World in 
Fort Myers or buy a shirt at Fredʼs.

This month's internet news you can use:
Take an Online Boating Course. Haven't tried it yet?
Itʼs time to brush up on your boating and safety
skills, and doing it online is easy and free. 
www.BoatUS.org/onlinecourse
www.BoatUs.com/games

A new website: www.Boatsafe.com has boat
safety, boating courses, articles, ships store and
boating quizzes. Take a look!

Go to these websites for a fun way to learn to tie
knots with animated illustrations:
www.animatedknots.com
www.Netknots.com

n  October 1st starts the Sailing Singles
membership renewal.

n  Dues are Due $36 and then you will be in the
roster.

n  SSC Shirts: Get them at Fred's Award World, 
Ft. Myers. 

Historical Facts:
Sailing Icons: The Top Sider.  What did sailors wear
on their feet prior to 1935?  As the story goes, Paul
Sperry -a keen sailor-was walking his dog one
winter morning and noticed the pooch was
remarkably sure-footed on the slippery ice. Sperry
examined its paws and noticed a random pattern.
That was Sperry's Eureka moment. He applied the

pawprint technology to the
sole of  a shoe and
patented it. Years later

the shoe was adopted by
the U.S. Navy, and began
the Top-Sider's march into

boating fame.   
rom Sail Magazine

Weather Lore A summer fog for fair
weather, a winter fog of rain.  If a thunderstorm is
approaching, listening to thunder can tell you a lot
about it.  Counting the seconds between the flash of
lightning and the boom gives you distance—five
seconds equal about a mile.  Comparing the times
between the various flashes can tell you whether the
storm is heading toward you or away.   Coming soon
-our summer storms! 

WOW - Across the Atlantic
Women have long

been a fixture in short-
handed offshore racing,
but now they are getting
an event all to
themselves.  The WOW,
which will start October
28 in Phymouth,
England, and finish in
Falmouth Harbour,
Antigua.  For more info go to
www.wowsailing2012.com

As Sailors: You are the Standard Bearer.....
Sailing offers many choices.  Some choose to race

for the thrill of crossing the finish line first.  Some
choose to cruise for weeks at a time, exploring new
anchorages and towns along the way.  Still others
make their homes aboard, crossing oceans in
search of adventures.  And then there are the
daysailors, who sail simply to sail: to feel the heel of
their boats as the sails fill; to listen to the music of
the water; to feel the cooling spray of the wave tops.
In spite of the annoyances, I can't think of a better
way to spend the day.  Alan Keene, Sail Magazine

PHOTOS BY  ED NALEWAIK



At about 1p.m. on Sunday, April
8, 19 members gathered at
Sonia's condo in S. Cape Coral
for an Easter Feast/Pool
Party. The day was perfect;
sunny, warm and dry with gentle
breezes flowing. Sonia's condo is
situated conveniently close to the
pool and her boat, "Nauti Gal",
sits in a canal right in her back yard. Sonia had
prepared a large, delicious ham and all kinds of
scrumptious side dishes. Condiments and
appetizers arrived with the guests. After cocktail
time, dinner was served at about 2p.m. and then

many members took to the cooling
waters of the sparkling pool. 

For me, a high point of the afternoon
was the arrival of Lois (Polaski) and Andy
Mulé, world travelers extraordinare, who I
think added to the ambiance of the
afternoon. The always loquacious and
vivacious Lois showed some pictures of a
previous trip to Costa Rica. Lots of good

conversation ensued between new and old
members and friends...as everyone began to
search for their own bit of shade on this very sunny
day. A hearty thanks to Sonia for hosting this
wonderful Easter gathering.

Easter Pool Party [Bob Hammer]

Nominating Committee

“Due to the current economic
conditions, the light at the end of
the tunnel has been turned off!“ 

Quote of
the Day 

At the April 19, 2012 meeting the Nominating
Committee presented a ballot of:  Commodore-
Joan Kachel; Vice Commodore-Dan Bullard;
Treasurer-Janet Valentine; Secretary-Joy Hansen,
John Coriell; Directors (vote for 2) George Cucic,
Glenda Whitley-Savat and Melissa Butler; Cruise
Director-Kathy Maciel; and Membership-
Georgene Bruder.    Nominations were
accepted from the membership.
Adding to the ballot: Commodore-
Lee Hawk; Treasurer-Phil
McCorkel; and Director-Kathy
White.  An Email was read from
John Coriell withdrawing his name
from nomination. Ballots were

disturbed to dues paying members. The ballots
were tabulated by Mary Burch, Jan Hladik and
Clarence Yahn.   Results were announced:
Commodore-Lee Hawk; Vice Commodore-Dan
Bullard; Treasurer-Janet Valentine; Secretary-Joy
Hansen; Directors-George Cuic and Melissa Butler;

Cruise Director-Kathy Maciel; Membership-
Georgene Bruder. A big thank you goes

to those who served on the Nominating
Committee and especially those
willing to serve in an office for the
coming year.  The club could not exist
without you! 
Jan Hladik, Past Commodore, Chair

of the Nominating Committee



“Gypsies, Tramps and Thieves” and a motley crew
headed out for the Half-Fast race on Saturday April
14, with the intent of securing the title of “Fastest
Boat.”  Bob Hammer, Bob Miller, and Lee Hawk joined
Captain Kathy Maciel on board the Gypsy for a great
day of sailing. However, the best laid plans are not
always achievable, even in the best of conditions, let
alone the conditions on Saturday. 

The Gypsy was tied-up to the same dock as George
Cuicʼs boat Hare Maru and we got underway a little
before 10 a.m.  We were able to pull away from the
dock with little trouble even though the wind was
bearing down on us. Captain Kathy guided us out of
the harbor and into the Gulf to meet-up with the other
boats in the race. We joined Captain Mary Burch on
Bright Star; Captain George Cuic on Hare Maru;
Captain Clarence Yahn on Bountiful; and Captain
David Manolakos of the Lone Wolf. The Lone Wolf
served as our starting boat to assure a fair start.

As we were motoring around in the Gulf waiting for
the race to begin, we put up the mainsail and jib while
trying to keep the boat into the wind. However, the
boat was being a little stubborn
and not easy to control
even though we were
motoring. The wind forced
us a little too close to
Bountiful while we were
turning to make a
dash to the start
line and
snagged a
mainsail line
with our anchor, but
there was no damage
to either boat and

we continued on. 
Needless to say, our eyes were as big as saucers

and we were sweating a bit, but all was well. We
werenʼt sure of Clarenceʼs assessment, but we think
he got his Bugle to warn us off…if there was a next
time.

As we approached the start line, the wind kicked-up
to port and blew us toward the channel marker.
When we went by the marker (we were close) a piece
of wood snagged our headsail and ripped a hole
about 5 feet long. But there was no damage to the
boat and we continued on with the race. Because of
the hole in the jib, we had to secure it and just use the
mainsail.  It seemed to work fine as we made the
outer marker and returned to the starting point.  

As we entered the harbor, the mainsail got a bit
tangled and would not release and lower, but once
the wind changed we were able to get it down and
secured. The Gypsy had a great ending to a rather
harrowing day.  I think we came in “dead” last, but
had a grand time.

The good news is that Kathy, as a new boat owner,
got to “shake-down” her boat a little more and learn of
the minor quirks and quivers that engulf all sailing
vessels. She handled the boat like a professional and

the crew was smiling.
We tied up along side the Lone Wolf
and enjoyed the companionship of our

fellow
sailors and

had a great
picnic. The event

organizers did a
wonderful job.

Thank you. 

Gypsies, Tramps and Thieves [Lee Hawk]

A Sailor’s Dictionary [Capt. Bob Weisman]

A FOX on a vessel is:  a three-strand rope; an oar; a single strand rope; an attractive swabbie.

Want ad:  SAILING lessons! 50% discount to club members. Call Capt. Bob at 482-5878



4811 SW 8th Pl
Cape Coral, FL

33914  
Sailing
     Singles

of southwest        florida

Just for Fun Answer: A FOX is a single-strand rope.  (sorry,
it's not an attractive swabbie)

The Bountiful, with Clarence at the helm, Dan as
first mate, and I, Ann, second mate, didnʼt realize at
the time that we were in for a wild and exciting
race.  The wind was really blowing so that accounts
for some of our excitement. After our encounter with
the Gypsy at the starting line, which Lee describes
in his article, Dan had to scurry up on the bow to
retrieve our line from the water that had been
snagged by the Gypsy's anchor.

Once through the starting line we were on our way
with our rail in the water and then we noticed the
water was getting quite shallow so toward land we
turned to get off the Sanibel bar.  At this point we
saw Bright Star heading back to the finish line and
then along came Hare Maru who reported they were
going back to port after blowing out a
sail. Out to sea we could see the
Gypsy. This set a fire under us so we
set aim to the outer marker, rounded
it, and headed back to the finish.

After some time we said to heck with it and also
headed in.

Once in port we were on the end of the raft up
with the Gypsy next to us, and then Lone Wolf.
Bright Star came next and was rafted to a trawler
with pilings between the two boats. That meant
there was quite a distance between the sailboat and
trawler.  With the trawler being much higher than
Bright Star it was quite challenging to maneuver
from one boat to the other and then finally to the
dock.

Capt. Mary and her crew were congratulated for
winning the race at the party that followed. Kathy
White and John Coriell did a terrific job of preparing
the drum sticks and bratwurst that we devoured and

cupcakes were served to celebrate
Leeʼs birthday. Over 20 club
members were in attendance and
after the feast some fled to the
Gypsy to socialize and others stayed
on shore to down the adult liquid
refreshment that Joy had left behind.

At 7:30 Sunday morning Clarence
appeared in the cockpit of Bountiful
and played his bugle loud and clear.
Sometime later David showed up
with his dinghy and gathered the
women from the stern of the various
boats and took them to the dock so
we wouldnʼt have to tackle the
obstacle course of boats.  From

there we wandered down the street to a cozy little
restaurant for breakfast. Once on the boats again it
was another day of sailing with gentler winds than
the day before.

The Bounti“less” and Captain Clarence [Ann Leiberman]
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