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C A L E N D A R
May 2

TGIF, 5pm - TBD

May 10
Day Sail - sign up online

May 17
Membership Mtg 7pm

May 24-26
Overnight Sail - Captain’s Choice

Check the website and watch “Heads
Up” and the website for additional

outings and more specific information.

C A P T A I N S
Mary Burch..................

George Cuic ................

Thomas Edleman .........

Allen Fiske...................

Nils Johnson ................

Kathy Maciel ................

Roy Malkin ..................

Sonia Raymond ...........

Clarence Yahn .............

Ahoy Sailing Friends 
Louie Bartos, Sailmaker & Sail Historian

Commodore:

Vice Commodore:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Directors:

Membership:

Cruise Director:

Dan Bullard

Bob Rollman

Joy Hanson

Kathy White

Melissa Butler

Roger Wood

Bob Rollman

Joan Kachel

Who's Who 
Telephone:

Newsletter Editor:

Website Editor:

Heads Up:

Program Coord.: 

Social Chairman:

Publicity Coord.: 

John Coriell

Shannon Sykes

Shannon Sykes

Dan Bullard

Phil McCorkle

Kathy White

Jocelyn Erickson

I presented a talk to
your sailing group at
the March meeting
on the “Evolution of
Sails and Sailmaking
1500 to 1900”.  I
would appreciate
any questions or comments as to con-
tent or your understanding of the ma-
terial presented.  This would help to
improve the prsentation.  Your help is
most appreciated.
If you are interested in making a TRA-
DITIONAL hand worked Ditty Bag, Sea
Bag or the Ships Canvas Bucket, check
out my Website for further information.
Thank you for your interest.

Louie Bartos
Sailmaker & Sail Historian

e-mail:  lbsail@kpunet.net
www.marinersails.com



WOW, it’s hard to believe that my tenure as
the Sailing Club Commodore is coming to a
close.  It has been an enjoyable life experience,
one that I never would never have imagined 4
years ago when I shyly attended my first
member meeting at Bonita Bills. “A Halyard
what the heck is that?”, I thought to myself. I
wonder if they will welcome me, hmmm, so far

this group seems to be friendly enough. Oh, I think I know which
side is port and which is starboard and where the bow and stern are,
so I just might be okay. I’ve had lots of fond memories since that first
meeting I attended. With plenty of salt in my veins now, I can actually
tie a few knots without having the “Bountiful” or the “Bright Star”
float away from the dock!!  I guess I better get on with the formalities

and say “Thank You” to my fellow board members for their support
and taking up the slack when it was needed. Without Bob Rollman,
Joanie Kachel, Kathy White, Joy Hansen, and Roger Wood, nothing
would have gotten done. 

Yes, I moaned and complained sometimes a lot, but I really did
appreciate everyone helping out. The board and members expended
the time and effort to get the job done!  Thanks again for a successful
year!! 

To close, I hope to see everyone at the Captains’ Dinner in May.
We will be honoring the club captains who have allowed us the
opportunity to sail the warm gulf waters. You have provided many a
fond memory and fostered the camaraderie that has kept this club
together for the past 25 years!

Smooth Sailing,  Dan, Commodore

Commodore’s Corner [Dan Bullard]

Congratulations to Capt. Clarence Yahn and his
crew on coming in 1st  in our "1/2 Fast........"!!!
Also, an extra big thank you to: Clarence for
having the BBQ at his home; Roger for all his
time spent on making the course, explaing it, and

his artistic endeavors with the 'guys' in the water we rescued;
Bob Hammer and Joy Hansen for buying the the food and setting
up at Clarence's; Bob Hammer for cooking everything to each
person's perfection; and Sonia's brother and sister -in-law for
lugging a large smoked salmon all the way from Alaska for us to
enjoy! We had over 25 attending and there was ample delicacies
for all.

For the weekend of April 26/27, the trip to Pelican Bay takes a
day up and back. So figure on leaving Fri. am the 25th, and being
back home on Mon. the 28th.

MINOR,BUT IMPORTANT CHANGE: After you have been
assigned to a captain, if you have to change your plans, you are
supposed to let the Capt. know asap. I'm adding to that, that
you   ALSO CALL me. That way, if someone calls me wanting to
know if there is room on a boat, I can give them an up to date
reply. Thank You!!  To all of you snowbirds who are leaving, Have
a happy, fun, safe summer! 

Adios, your Cruise Director Joanie Kachel                     

From the Cruise Director [Joan Kachel]

Tentative Sailing Schedule
This is a tentative sailing schedule for the 2013-2014 season.

It is subject to change
without notice. For more
accurate information on
each sail and to sign up
visit us online at sailing-
single.net.
Sails are on a first-come,

first-served basis however
we will give priority to
anyone who is on the list
and does not get to sail at
the next sail. You must
sign up for each sail. 

April 26-27: 

Pelican Bay

May 10: Day Sail

May 24-26: 

Captain’s Choice

■ Go to www.sailing-singles.net
■ Click on the button that says: Click here for full calendar or to sign up for

sails.
■ Choose the sail you would like to sign up for and click the “Sign Up Now”

button
■ Fill in the sign up form and hit submit.
Sails will be assigned on a first-come, first served basis. If you do not get to
sail, you will get top priority on the next sail, but, you must still sign up
for the next sail so we know you are available and interested.
If you sign up for a sail and then find out you cannot go, please call Joan
Kachel at  or email  to tell her you are no longer
available.
Once assigned, Captains will call you with details and departure times. For overnight sails they
will assign a food chairman who will work with other boats for the weekend’s food prep. 
After you have been contacted by the Captain, you must respond to the Captain if you are
suddenly unavailable to sail.
Keep checking back as the sign ups will be made available several months out so you can sign
up at any time. There might also be impromptu sails so visit the site and see what is available.

How to Sign Up for a Sail



H
obart “Hobie” Alter, the creator of both the Hobie catamaran
line and an entire sailing subculture, passed away peacefully
at his Palm Desert, CA, home on March 29.

Alter in his early surfboard days
Born in 1933 in California, Alter came to know and love the

Southern California beach culture in its early days, thanks to the time
he spent at his family’s Laguna Beach summer home. It was here in
the family’s garage in 1950 that he began his somewhat accidental
career by combining his two loves, wood shop and water, and crafting
handmade 9-foot balsawood surfboards for his friends.

As time went by, the business flourished—and his father grew
increasingly tired of all the sawdust—so in 1954 Alter opened the
area’s first surf shop in Dana Point.

As demand grew and balsawood became scarce, he and his friend
Gordon “Grubby” Clark then pioneered the development of the foam
surfboard, which proved lighter and more responsive than anything
that had come before it. After that, Hobie quickly became the leading
surfboard brand in the world, and in the years that followed, the list
of legendary surfers that worked or rode for Hobie
comprised a virtual hall of fame. Throughout this
time Alter also remained active as a top surfing
competitor.

The Hobie Mirage Adventure Under Sail

In the late 1960’s, Alter turned his attention to
another of his water-based passions—sailing—and
after much on-the-water R&D unveiled his
namesake “Hobie Cat” catamaran—a fun,
lightweight and affordable craft that is credited with
bringing high-performance sailing to the masses.

The MirageDrive

The “cat that can fly”
could be launched off any
beach and soon became one
of the world’s top-selling
sailboats. After that came
the Hobie 16, a boat that
remains in production and is
actively raced to this day. An
impressive 901 Hobie 16
sailors from two-dozen
different countries took part
in the recent Hobie 16 World
Championships in Jervis Bay,
Australia.

Other cutting-edge innovations bearing the Hobie Alter stamp
include the “Hobie Hawk,” a high-performance remote-controlled
glider (another of Alter’s many lifetime passions); the hugely

successful Hobie Super Surfer skateboard; the
lightning fast Hobie 33 monohull; and the
revolutionary pedal-operated MirageDrive which is at
the heart of Hobie’s Mirage line of inflatable and
rotomolded expedition kayaks, many of which include
sailing rigs.

Hobie Cat has also remained at the forefront of
beach cat development, with boats ranging from the
family-oriented, rotomolded Bravo and Wave to the
super-fast Wild Cat which competes in the ultra-
competitive Formula 18 class.

As a young man, Hobie declared that he wanted

EIGHT BELLS: HOABRT “HOBIE” ALTER
by Adam Cort, Posted March 2014



to make a living without ever having to wear hard-soled shoes
or work east of California’s Pacific Coast Highway. By
“making people a toy and giving them a game to play
with it,” he was able to realize this dream, and in the
process introduced an active outdoor lifestyle and
collection of products that made the world just a bit
more fun.

Alter is survived by his wife, Susan; his sisters,
Carolyn and Lillian; his daughter, Paula, and her partner,
Ian; his son Hobie Jr. and his wife, Stephanie; his son Jeff
and his wife, Laurie; grandchildren Cortnie and her
husband, Dylan, Brittany, Scotty, Cody, Ashlyn, Tyler, Noelle
and Justin; great-granddaughter, Serena, and many close

friends that were always made to feel like they were immediate
family.

A Hobie Wild Cat making knots

Hobie received the Waterman Achievement award from
the Surfing Industry Manufacturers Association in 1993, was

inducted into the Huntington Beach Surfing Walk of Fame in
1997 and admitted as an inaugural member of the National
Sailing Hall of Fame in 2011 alongside Dennis Connor and
Ted Turner.

When you inspect your inflatable lifejackets, hope you don’t find
any surprises.

The easiest way to check for leaks is to inflate your lifejacket (s)
and leave them overnight  

They say you should never take anything for granted in life, and I
reckon that applies to lifejackets too. While exhuming my inflatable
lifejackets— one manually actuated, one auto-inflating—from their
basement crypt last spring, it struck me that I had never once
inspected them or serviced them since they were new—and that, I
realized guiltily, was many years ago.

It was obviously past time. It’s easy enough to inspect a lifejacket;
you basically just open it up, blow it up using the inflator tube on the
left-hand chamber, and check it over for obvious signs of damage—
chafed seams, punctures, cuts. If it’s dirty or salty, sponge it down
with warm soapy water, rinse it and let it dry overnight, still fully
inflated. If it leaks, throw it away and buy a new one.

Check for the canister and retaining pin to use with a manual
inflator. You also need to check out the inflation mechanism. On a
manually activated lifejacket, a yank on the pull tab attached to the
trigger pierces a CO2 canister and releases its contents into the air
chambers. On an auto-inflating jacket, a water-activated bobbin
releases a spring to puncture the canister. Depending on the maker—
most inflatables will have Halkey-Roberts, Hammar or Secumar
inflators—this bobbin will be either a plastic-encased substance or

smooth-surfaced “pill” that dissolves in contact with water. 
The green retaining pin on the trigger and the green sector in the

bobbin housing shows all is well with this auto-inflator  
If the jacket is kept or worn in humid or damp environments, these

bobbins should be inspected regularly for signs of deterioration—
Halkey-Roberts suggests replacing bobbins at least every three years.
This schedule is the subject of some debate, given any thrifty sailor’s
natural reluctance to replace something that appears to be in perfect
condition. 

Because my 2007 auto-inflating jacket had been kept dry
belowdecks and only worn occasionally, the bobbin looked just fine,
so I decided to leave it alone. You can buy re-arming kits for older
SOSpender/West Marine jackets like mine for between $15 (manual)
and $30 (auto) depending on where you shop. They include a new
gas cylinder, a small green retaining pin and, if it’s an auto kit, a
bobbin. If you just want to replace the bobbin, expect to pay around
$10 each. 

All CO2 canisters are not identical. The design of inflating
mechanisms has changed over the years so make sure you look at
the serial number before ordering online. I had assumed my two
SOSpenders lifejackets would accept the same CO2 canisters, only to
find that the auto-inflator took a 3/8in thread and the manual jacket
a 1/2in thread. Annoying, but good to know before you order spares.  

The instructions are clear if you are in doubt. The latest word
in lifejacket tech is Hammar’s hydrostatic inflator, which relies on water
pressure to trigger inflation. If you’ve ever had your lifejacket inflate
in a heavy rain or in a damp locker, you’ll know this is a good idea. On
the other hand, re-arming kits for these run around $70—yet another
reason not to fall overboard. Speaking of which, when I unfolded my
manual lifejacket for inspection I discovered an empty space where
the CO2 canister was meant to be—this on the lifejacket I wear most
frequently, being no fan of auto-inflating jackets. Then I recalled that
years ago an overzealous TSA agent confiscated said cylinder at Logan
Airport; I had forgotten to replace it and, since the jacket was weighed
down with strobe lights and flashlights, had not noticed it was lighter
than it should be. I’d been wearing it for years without realizing. Now
there’s another reason for frequent inspections.   

Online link: http://www.sailmagazine.com/boat-news/eight-bells-hobart-%E2%80%9Chobie%E2%80%9D-alter

Adam Cort is SAIL’s executive editor.
He lives and sails in the Boston area.

Inspect
Your

Lifejackets
By Peter Nielsen

Posted: Jul 2, 2013



The Rally went well.  Everyone executed the
anchor or Le mans start and all the drunken
crew buoys were rescued, except one.  All
the boats sailed to the Sanibel bridge, but
had to motor on the Calusa and Inter-coastal
waterway past Picnic Island.  It was then a
sailing race to the last mark.  Captain Roy on
Blown Away had passed two other boats and
was pressing up to the leader, Captain
Clarence on Bountiful.  The wind was from
astern and dying.  Captain Kathy on Gypsy
hoisted her spinnaker.  Bountiful went wing
on wing and barely held off Blown Away to
finish first.  

We all had a great time, and appreciated
Clarence opening his house for refreshments
after wards.

Half Fast RaceExtravanganza



SWAMP
CABBAGEFESTIVAL

What in the world is “Swamp Cabbage?”
Swamp Cabbage is a vegetable harvested
from the inner core and growing bud of
certain palm trees. Sabal Palm, in this case.
When harvesting the cultivated young
palm, the tree is cut down and the bark is
removed leaving layers of white fibers
around the center core. During processing,
the fibers are removed leaving the center
core or heart of palm. The center core is
attached to a slightly more fibrous
cylindrical base with a larger diameter. The
entire cylindrical center core and the attached base are
edible. The center core is considered more of a delicacy
because of its lower fiber content.  And that’s the reason
we sailed to the Swamp Cabbage Festival…to eat a dead
palm tree.  Well, maybe there is more to it than that.  

On Friday, February 21, some of the hardy sailors of
the Sailing Singles ventured to the Swamp Cabbage
Festival.  Captain Clarence Yahn and first mate Roger
Wood boarded “Bountiful” and
Captain Kathy Maciel with first
mate Bob Miller and crew of
Kathy White and Lee Hawk
hopped aboard “Gypsy” and
headed up the river to LaBelle.
Although we had the sails up, we
motored most of the way up and
back.  Even so, it was a beautiful
and a delightful trip.  We started
early and got to LaBelle just before
dark.  And, as luck would have it,
we both got slips (free slips) at the
LaBelle public dock.  They also
supplied power and water…life is
good!  Once the boats were
squared away, we ventured to Barron Park
where the festival activates would take place
on Saturday.  Don’t think we ever saw so
many food booths being set up in one place
at one time.  Of course, most items involved
swamp cabbage, but there was of a variety
of items like fish on a stick, steak, dogs,
brats, chicken, rice, tacos, pizza, alligator
nuggets, ice cream, slushes, shaved ice, and
etc.  There was also swamp cabbage soup, swamp cabbage fritters,
swamp cabbage casserole, swamp cabbage stew, swamp cabbage
slaw, swamp cabbage with white bacon, buttered swamp cabbage,
and swamp cabbage fruit salad.  No, we did not try it all, but we

tried.
On Saturday activates began with the

parade at 10 A. M. followed by the Country
Rhythm Cloggers, then Yard Dog Charlie,
(we didn’t care for Yard Dog) then Justus
and Alter Eagles.  Great entertainment!
Then we went to the old car show and
looked at the vintage autos from our youth.
Roger found me a hot deal on a 57 Chevy,

but had to turn it down because
there is no place to store it, and
besides we couldn’t get it on
the boat.  After the car show,
we went to the Armadillo
races.  Have you ever seen an
Armadillo race?  The speed of
the animals is freighting.  (Just
kidding, they cross the road
slower than a skunk)  I placed
a $2 wager on Armadillo
number 2 and he didn’t even
leave the starting gate.  So
much for betting on
Armadillos.  

Jan Valentine and Allan Harlick met us in the park
fairgrounds.  Then it was time for the Hendry County
Cattlemen’s Ranch Rodeo.

Going to LaBelle is like taking a trip to another
State.  The huge Live Oak trees are draped with
Spanish Moss and it looks like the Old South, but it’s
also cattle country.  People on the street are dressed
in western wear, and they all gather for the Saturday
Night Rodeo.  Cowboys and cowgirls competed in

rodeo teams from the local ranches.  They
were not professionals, but the action was
exciting and entertaining.  The kids “Boot
Race” was adorable and the bronco riding
was the climax of the show.

Sunday morning Joy Hansen joined us.
There was Country Gospel singing under
the cathedral of Live Oak trees in the park.
The highlight was a performance by five
sisters singing acappella. The youngest was
10 years old and their harmonies were
glorious.

That afternoon we took the dinghies and motored into the
oxbows.  They are loops of the small old river before the Corps
of Engineers dredged the wide Caloosahatchee River of today.  It
is also a graveyard of grand old boats.  We saw the remains of a

By Lee Hawk and Roger Wood



Sailing
     Singles

of southwest        florida
w w w . s a i l i n g - s i n g l e s . n e t

BIRTHDAYS
Sailing Club

60 foot commuter yacht that
was once owned by J P
Morgan.  There was a dying
37 Trumpy wooden sailboat
that we all admired.
Everything not wood was
beautiful aged bronze.

Monday morning we up at
the crack of dawn and we
motored away from LaBelle
with a red orange sunrise at
our transoms.  A short time latter a dense fog swept over the river
and we could barely see our sistership.  We motored slow and
tooted our foghorn.  Finally the fog burned off and we motored
full speed to the drawbridges and Franklin lock.  We were not able
to sail until we cleared the last drawbridge in North Fort Myers.

Then we were able to
sail the rest of the way
to Bountiful’s berth in
Saint James City.  The
mostly motor return
trip was in contrast to
the mostly sail arrival
trip.  Amazingly, we
were able to sail in all
the different directions
up the river almost the
whole way.          

For a photo log of the cruise go to the Meetup photo album link
for, Swamp Cabbage Festival 2014.
http://www.meetup.com/Sailing-Singles-of-Southwest-
Florida/photos/

■ HEADS UP: Watch the Sailing Singles website or look for Head’s
Up for know what is happening.

■ SSC SHIRTS: Get them at Fred’s Award World, Ft. Myers. 

■ FYI: October 1, 2013 is the beginning of the Sailing Singles Club
Year and your dues will be due at that time. Everyone needs to fill out
an application and turn it in. You will not be added to the roster until
that time. 

■ JOCELYN WANTS TO KNOW: If any of you see my articles in any
of the newspapers, clip and save for me.

■ JAMES BAKER also likes to go out on the River. Give him a call.

■ SPECIAL INVITE Pete Knopf would like to invite any members of
the club to come
sailing with me on
Banderas Bay (Puerto
Vallarta) on my
Tartan 33 if they are
visiting the area. I
won't be back to PV
until October and
after that I'll be
splitting my time
between there and
here in SW Florida.
All anyone needs to
do is email me when
they'll be coming and
we'll work out
something from
there. 

Crews Corner & Notes

USEFUL WEBSITES: Boating
Course
www.BoatUS.org/onlinecourse
www.BoatUs.com/games

Boat Safety
www.Boatsafe.com

Know Your Knots
www.animatedknots.com |
www.Netknots.com

Power Squadron Classes
www.usps.org/localusps/fortmyers/

Lee Waterways App
http://discoverpearl.com/app/waterways/

NOAA’s Guide
nauticalcharts.noaa.gov
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